IELTS Tesbuilder

TEST TWO

info@macmillan.cz — www.macmillan.cz

ACADEMIC READING 55

READING PASSAGE 2

¥o
v showld spend about 20 minules on Questions 18=30 which are based on Aeading Passage 2 below.

5 it any wonder that there are teacher
shortages? Daily, the press carries reports
of schools going on four-day weeks
W simply because they cannot ;aqqlt_‘
enough teachers. But why? There sno .
| stralghtforward answer, For.a start, feiver .
students a@ré_gﬁtuﬂﬁg teacher-training
courses when they leave school. But can you
blame young people after the barracking
faced by the teaching profession in the UK.
over the last decade? The attack, relentless
- In the extreme, has been on several frofits,
Government inspectors, by accidentor -~ -
design, have been feeding the media a
constant stream of negative information
about the teaching establishments in this
country. Teachers also come in for a lot of
flak from politicians, And the government
| wonders why fchﬂré are problems in schools.

The government’s obvious contempt for the
teaching profession was recently revealed
by one of the most powerful peaple in
" government when she referred to schools as
“bog standard comprehensives'. Hardly the.
sart of comment to inspire parents or
. careers advisers seeking to direct young ,
people’s future. Would you want to spend -~
your working life in a dead-end professian?
The government dogsn’t seem to want you
toeither. -

On the administrative side, most teachers

. areweighed down by an Increasing flow of
bureaucracy. Cynicism would have me .

. believe that this stops teachers from

ol Tam.‘.’l'ler'hasrjing has, unfunhnatelj,r, spread

' increased pressure and stress; fewer

" Increased salaries are :nrtair[iy welcome, but

“sector in crisis. Addressing the standing of
“the profession in the eyes of the public s

* than relying overmuch on advisers, as to

service. Initiatives in the educational field

. \who Enow little about classroom practice or

fomenting dissent as they are wq_:rmnuthyr
useless administrative exercises. Most
teachers must then also be cynics!

to yaungsters in schools as the recent
catalogue of physical attacks on teachers
will testify. If grown-ups have ho respect far
the teaching profession, young people can -
hardly be expected to think any differently.
The circle is then squared when, as well as l
exparienced, competent teachers being

driven out of the profession by the

students are applying for teacher-training
COUrEes, :

they are not the complete answertoa . .

cruclal to encourage experienced teachers
to remain in the classroom and to make it _
an attractive Career option far potential
teachers once again. e

It migH;t also be a good Iﬁea for the relevant
ministers to-go on a fact-finding mission and

find out from teachers In schools, rather

what changes could be brought aboutto .
improve the quality of the education

surprisingly come from either politicians

educational theorists who know even less,

a
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' ha
but are more dangerous because they work  from tl_-re_ 'f‘“’t”“‘“' Then we I:uuh:l ve
i the rarefied air of universities largely fewer initiatives “:;*tT u:u: guwmmntmm
i actice. proposal to teach thin in school. .
“3"'“'?'“ Ll : : facie, this is a laudable recommendation.
Making sure that nobody without recent But, as any practising teacher will tell you,

classroom experience is employed as a this is done in every class. Perhaps someone

i i ituti eedstnpuhﬂnutmtheacadewﬂ:m
weacher-trainer at any tertiary institution n e
would further enhance the teaching . thought up the mherm;hﬂthe whee
profession. If someone does not have heen around for some time.

:Lﬁ:::::ﬂ:::::: pr'ﬂpﬂuEd nd theories  In the educational field, there is n.!rpnnng_ .hr
about it. Instead of being given sabbaticals constant tension between :;ﬂmﬂm 2 x
1o write books or papers, lecturers in tl-!mrhuanﬂ government s
teacher-training establishments should be  one hand, wlmlwnuld like to ::u,

made to spend a year at the blackboard or,  marching in unison tﬂmgﬂw e
these days, the whiteboard. This would give Utopian abstraction and, on f

them practical insights into current practising taachn_rs. Any e::peri;:::lw S
classroom practice. Student teachers could ~  classroom pracﬂnun_e! m i i

i of initiatives on teaching mir :
menbegwenmemmum:nmqand iy o
watch the specialists in the classroom: a suCCessive governments have tried

rruch more worthwhile experience than the  on schools and colleges do not work.
latter sitting thinking up ideas far removed

) r o
- e — = o i

Questions 16-22

Complate the summary below of the first four paragraphs of Reading Passage 2.

LUze ONE WORD from the passage for each answar.

Write your answers in boxes 16=22 on your answer sheel.

Is it surprising that there is a 16................ of teachers? Schools do not have enough teachers, but

what are the reasons for this? To begin with, fewer students are going into 17................ cOurses

after finishing school. But this is not young people’s fault. The 18................ of teaching has been
under constant attack over the last ten years. The government's lack of respect for the profession

1518.....coinveee. - Moreover, administratively, the flow of bureaucracy is 20........c00000. - EvEN pupils in
schools have no respect for those who teach them, as a 21......cc00000 521085 Of assaults on teachers

shows. The growing strain and stress means that, as well as fewer applications for teacher-

training courses, teachers who have experience and are 22................ are also being driven out.
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GQuestions 23-29
Do the ioliowing staterments agree with the views of the writer in Reading Passage 27
in baxes 23-29 on your answer shael wiita

ﬂ:‘s if the sfaternen! agrees with the claims of the writer

if the statermant contradicls the claims of the wrter
HI:H"GNEH it if is impossible fo say whal the writer thinks about this

Example

The four-day week in schools is caused by a lack of teachers.
Answer

Yes

23 More siudents are enfering teacher-training courses,

24  The government is right to be surprised that there are problems in schools.
25 Teachers are too weighed down by administrative duties to stir up trouble.
26 Al teachers are cynics.

27  Politicians are not as dangerous as educational theorists, who know even less than the formear
aboul educabonal theory.

2B Any experienced classroom practitionar knows that the initiatives on teaching and learming that
governments have tried to impose on schools do not work.

28  The government's attitude with regard to teachers is of great interest to the general public.

Question 30
Choose the appropriale lether A=D and wrile il in box 30 on your answer sheel.
30 Which one of the following is the most suitable title for the passage?

A Politicians and teachers,

B A prolession undervalued.

C Recruitment difficulties in the teaching profession.

D  Teacher-training needs improvement.

Before you check your answers o Reading Passage 2, go on o page 58.
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FURTHER PRACTICE FOR READING PASSAGE 2
SUMMARY COMPLETION

« The summary will be a completion of part or all of the passage so check carefully which part the
surmmary refers to,

¢ The words used in the summary may naot always be the same as those in the original phrase. Look for
synanyms of key words in the text.

« All the words which you need are in the original text, but their grammatical form may need fo be changed
(see balow].

The questions balow will help you fo make sure that you have chosen the correct answers for queshions

16-22 on Reading Passage 2.

1 Below is a list of the grammatical tems that you need to complete spaces 16-22 in the test. Choose
one for each blank space, ltems can be used mora than once and you may nol need all of tham.

:: List of grammatical ibems
18 a Ssingular noun

18 b plural noun

20 c adeclive

21 d adverb

22 e werb

2 Insummary completion axercises, parts of the original passage are often paraphrased in the
summary. Find the word or phrase in the summary that means the same as the words or phrases
balow takaen from Reading Passage 2
Paragraph 1

1 any wonder

2  entering

3  barracking
4 decade
Paragraph 2

5§ contempt
Paragraph 4

6 taachars
7  catalogue
8 pressure

Now check your answers to these exercises. When you have done so0, decide whether you wish
to change any of your answers to Reading Passage 2. Then check your answers lo Reading
Passage 2.



